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: MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Nuational Reconnaissance Olfice ‘

SUBJECT: OXCART IZxtension

REFERENCE: Veworandunm for D/CIA frow
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Rather, we propose to leave them in the hangars at | |
until April and then store all the aircraft at one Time. We
would, of course, eliminate the crews for the grounded air-
craft, and there would be no cost increase as a result of

this course of action. There would, however, be significant
advantages. The grounded operational aircraft would serve

as a backup in case of attrition or serious deficiency in

one of the other aircraft. The availability of the test
aircraft would make it possible for us to resolve urgent prob-
lems if they should arise during this period. And, finally,
all of the grounded aircraft would be available for partial
cannibalization if critical items are required. This approach
would cost no more than immediate transfer to dead storage

and would provide us a degree of flexibility which would not
otherwise exist,.
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In addition to the OXCART Program, it would be used for U-2R
radar cross section and electronic testing. It would also be
available for SR-71 tests and other Air Force projects during
this time.

5. Your memorandum proposes that[________ |be completely
closed by 30 June 1968. We are not sure whether this will be
accomplished, but there will be no requirement for NRO funds

26X1

for [::::::]in FY 1969,

CARL E. DUCKETT

Director, CIA Reconnaissance Programs
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